
 

Asagimadara Butterflies 

The asagimadara (chestnut tiger butterfly), with its pale blue wings framed in black, is a 

common sight on Kamishima from late September through early October as it journeys 

south from cooler climes to lay its eggs. The chestnut tiger rides seasonal winds to travel 

as far as a thousand kilometers between its summer and winter habitats. Islanders make a 

habit of leaving thistles untouched when they weed, as thistles are one of the butterfly’s 

favorite foods. 
 


