
Koyama Shrine 

The deities Tamayorihime, associated with rain, water, and the protection of children; and 

Watatsumi, kami of the sea, are venerated at this tiny roadside sanctuary. Koyama Shrine has 

to do with happy unions and is especially notable for the large rock, 15 meters wide and 6 

meters tall, that stands just a short climb away. Shaped like a vulva, the rock has been 

venerated from the oldest times for its powers of fertility. Oyster shells are placed nearby the 

shrine, and visitors may write a wish on one and suspend it from a nearby branch after leaving 

a small donation.  

 


