
 

Kumano Nachi Taisha Grand Shrine 

 

Kumano Nachi Taisha Grand Shrine traces its history back some 1,700 years. It was 

founded as a new location for the worship that had begun at Nachi Waterfall, and 

upholds the same tradition of reverence for nature. The shrine is also known for the 

Nachi Fire Festival, a spectacular parade of torches and portable fan shrines held each 

July 14. 

 

For much of its history, Nachi Taisha and neighboring Seiganto-ji Temple were part of 

the same religious complex, exemplifying the Shinto-Buddhist syncretism once 

prevalent in Japan. Following the Meiji Restoration of 1868, the new government 

ordered the separation of Shinto and Buddhism, and today the temple and shrine are 

formally distinct. 

 

The Shrine Grounds 

 

The shrine grounds are arranged around a central courtyard, with the main torii gate at 

the northeast. From the torii, the office buildings and stage area for dengaku dance 

performances are to the left. Directly ahead of the torii is the Treasure Hall 

(homotsuden) and Miagatahiko-sha, a subsidiary shrine. To the right, at the northwest 

end of the courtyard, stands the worship hall (haiden).  

 

Behind the worship hall is the inner sanctum, which is usually closed to the public. This 

contains six separate sanctuaries (honden) enshrining thirteen deities. From right to left, 

the enshrined deities are as follows: 

 

 Enshrined Deity Identified in Kojiki/Nihon shoki with: 

1 Hiro Gongen Onamuchi-no-Mikoto 

2 Ketsumiko-no-Okami Susanoo-no-Mikoto 

3 Miko-Hayatama-no-Okami Izanagi-no-Mikoto 

4 Kumano Fusumi-no-Okami Izanami-no-Mikoto 

5 Amaterasu-no-Okami  

6 Eight other celestial and 

terrestrial deities 

 

 



 

Of these, Kumano Fusumi-no-Okami is the chief enshrined deity. The deities of 

numbers 2 through 4 are collectively known as the Kumano Sansho, or Three Kumano 

Deities, and are worshiped at all three of the Kumano grand shrines.  

 

Noteworthy features of the sanctuary buildings are their finials (chigi), crossed wooden 

members that rise in a V-shape from the ends of the roof ridges. They follow the pattern 

used at Ise Shrine in Mie Prefecture: the ends are cut horizontally for female deities 

(numbers 4 and 5), and vertically for male deities (all others). 

 

Also in the inner sanctum is the Yatagarasu-ishi (Yatagarasu Stone). According to 

legend, the Yatagarasu was a great three-legged crow that guided the legendary first 

emperor Jimmu from Kumano to found Japan’s first capital, in present-day Nara. It then 

flew back and tucked its beak under its wing to rest, becoming the Yatagarasu Stone. It 

is said that Nachi Taisha was relocated here because the Yatagarasu chose to alight at 

this site. 

 

Passage Through the Womb 

 

At the edge of the shrine courtyard in front of the worship hall is a sacred camphor tree. 

The tree is more than 850 years old, and is now largely hollow inside. The tunnel 

beneath it, marked with a small torii gate, is known as the Tainai Kuguri (Passage 

Through the Womb). Walking through the tunnel is thought to bring good luck.  

 


