Life in a Castle Town Built on Magma

The Hagi region’s varied geological and geographic features enabled the development
of specific businesses and industries. The specific qualities of the volcanic clay found
around Hagi made possible the production of distinctive ceramics, called Hagi ware.
The rocky seabed off the coast supports a fertile bay. The castle town thrived over the
centuries through the benefits of its geologic history. Hagi’s townscape from the Edo
period (1603—1867) remains well preserved, a testimony to its inhabitants’ coexistence

with and reliance on their geological heritage.
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