
 

Mammoth 

 

The woolly mammoth (Mammuthus primigenius) migrated from Eurasia to Hokkaido 

around 30,000 years ago, during an especially cold period of the last ice age. Sea levels 

fell, and glaciers advanced to create a bridge connecting the island of Sakhalin, north of 

Hokkaido, to the Eurasian continent. Several animal species migrated from Eurasia to 

Hokkaido during that period. Some, like the Siberian salamander, still inhabit the 

Kushiro area today.  

  

The woolly mammoth was around the same size as an African elephant. It was well 

adapted to the cold; its body was covered in a layer of long, coarse hairs with a shorter 

furry underlayer. Fossilized mammoth teeth were discovered in several locations near 

Kushiro, including Cape Erimo to the south. This skeleton is a replica, modeled on 

fossilized mammoth bones discovered in Siberia. It is 3.5 meters long and 2.9 meters 

high, with 2.5-meter-long tusks. 

 


