
Sainenji Temple 

 

The exact date of Sainenji Temple’s construction is unknown. It is clear, however, that 

the temple was originally located on the outermost grounds of Toba Castle before it was 

moved to its present location. Sainenji was the patron temple of the Naito family, 

hereditary vassals of the Tokugawa family who were granted control of Toba after the 

Kuki family. Many of the buildings in the temple grounds are decorated with wisteria, 

the motif of the Naito family crest.  

The graves of the Naito family and their retainers are located on a hilltop 

behind the temple. Sainenji is also the location of the grave of Tachibana Munatada (d. 

1605), the ruler of Toba before the region was granted to Kuki Yoshitaka by the 

powerful warlord Oda Nobunaga. Though ousted from power, Munatada successfully 

offered his daughter’s hand in marriage to Kuki Yoshitaka, and became a retainer to the 

Kuki family. 

 


