
 

Zojoji by Numbers 

 

18 The number of stone stairs from the Sanmon Gate to the front of the Daiden (Great Hall) 

represents the 18th (and most important) vow of the 48 original vows of Amida Buddha. 

25 The number of stone stairs from the courtyard to the Daiden represents the 25 

bodhisattvas. 

48 The number of ken (1 ken is approximately 2 meters) from the Sanmon Gate to the Daiden 

represents the 48 vows of Amida Buddha. 

50 The number of trucks it took to carry the 100,000 roof tiles for the Daiden from Nara 

Prefecture. All together, the tiles weighed about 500 tons. 

108 The number of ken from the Daimon Gate to the Sanmon Gate represents the 108 

worldly desires. 

120 The number of paintings in the coffered ceiling of the Koshoden lecture hall. 

1,300 The number of statues of the bodhisattva Jizo lining the northern boundary of the temple. 

 


