
 

Sanmon Gate 

The Sanmon Gate is considered the main gate to Kuonji Temple. It was first built in 1642 

and has been rebuilt three times due to fire damage over the years. A major renovation was 

completed in 1907.  

The massive gate stands 21 meters high and 23 meters wide. It is one of the three largest 

gates in Japan’s Kanto region.  

Temple gates with three openings (Sanmon) are also referred to as gates of the “three 

liberations.” Each of the three openings in the gate represents one of these liberations: 

kumon (emptiness), musomon (formlessness), and muganmon (inaction). It is said that 

passing through the Sanmon Gate can rid the believer of the three human afflictions: greed, 

anger, and foolishness. 

 


