Goshinkotsudo Hall

Before Nichiren passed away, he wrote this message in his will: “Please build my grave on
Mt. Minobu, where my heart will forever reside.” His disciples honored his wish and built
Goshinkotsudo, a mausoleum that enshrines Nichiren’s ashes and is thus his official

gravesite. It is considered one of Kuonji Temple’s most sacred places.

Goshinkotsudo was built in 1881 with the donations of Nichiren Buddhists from Owari
(present-day Aichi Prefecture). The hall has a five-storied pagoda in the center, within which
is an urn that holds Nichiren’s remains. The pagoda was donated by the Nagasaki Nichiren

Buddhist Association. The hall burned down in 1886 but was quickly rebuilt.

The mausoleum has an octagonal design. Circles are associated with reincarnation in
Buddhist mythology, but circular buildings are too difficult to construct. Furthermore, the
building is designed so that it can be lowered underground in case of major earthquakes or
fires.

Anyone can visit the Goshinkotsudo, but the inner sanctum is not open to the public, and

most monks are also not permitted to enter this hallowed place.



