Myokakuji Temple
[TEA & ART]

Like the several other Nichiren Buddhist temples in its vicinity, Myokakuji was relocated to this
site in the late 1500s, when the warlord Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1537-1598) ruled Japan.
Hideyoshi initiated a number of extensive public works in Kyoto, the capital at the time,
including fortifying the city and building a lavish new palace called Jurakudai.

These projects were accompanied by orders to relocate many of Kyoto’s temples, which had
been spread out across the city and its outskirts but were now to be concentrated in specific
areas. Hideyoshi’s reasons for doing so were many, but included asserting control over the
temples, many of which were politically influential in their own right.

Myokakuji was one of these prominent temples, frequented by the aristocracy and powerful
samurai lords. It continued to thrive during Hideyoshi’s reign and after it. When the Jurakudai
palace was dismantled in the final years of the 1500s, its imposing gate was moved to
Myokakuji, where it still marks the temple’s main entrance.

The simple and serene temple garden is open to visitors and, while it is beautiful in every season,
it is particularly noted as a place to view the autumn foliage of maple trees. Visitors can enjoy
the scenery over a cup of tea and traditional sweets.



