Kakonoike Pond

The pond into which Kakonotaki Falls empties is Kakonoike. The banks are
smooth and hollowed out and a small grassy island rises in the center (Nakajima).
The outflow of the pond is the origin of the meandering stream (kyokusui) that
winds through the garden before emptying into the Asahi River.

The name of the pond, Kako, means “a variety of flowers.” When the garden was
first built, the waterfall and pond were surrounded by mountain cherry trees and
shrubs that bloomed from one season to the next and which could be enjoyed
from a small shelter called the Kako. Although neither the plants nor the building
survive, the name serves as a reminder of the past. Today the pond is surrounded
by other foliage; a dense grove of trees lines the pathway that leads to the pond.



