
Akaido  
 

The Akaido is a wooden structure before the main hall that houses a well and a small shrine. 

The Akaido was built in the late Edo period (1603–1867), likely around the same time as the 

Kisomon Gate. Temple priests would draw water from the well to offer to the deities as part 

of their daily routine of cleaning the temple and grounds. The well is no longer in use, but 

visitors can see the wooden buckets and a simple rope-and-wheel pulley system used to draw 

water.  

 

Behind the well is a shrine dedicated to Suiten, the deity of water and one of the twelve 

guardian deities in Buddhism. Suiten is the Buddhist equivalent of the Hindu deity Varuna 

(deity of the sea). The eaves of the Akaido are decorated with detailed carvings of dragons 

and turtles amongst waves. The Akaido is a Nationally Registered Tangible Cultural 

Property. 

 


