
Goishihama Beach 

The Goishi Coast got its name from this beach on the southern side of the cape. Go-ishi 

is the name of the stones used in the traditional Japanese board game of go, in which 

black and white pieces are moved to capture and protect territory. The black and white 

bits of gravel that make up the beach were formed from eroding sandstone and 

mudstone, a fine-grained rock. Worn smooth by the constant tumbling of the waves, the 

glossy flat rocks were thought by local residents to resemble the playing stones used in 

the game. Goishihama Beach is a port for the boats of local fishermen, who offer tours 

of the Goishi Coast that begin here and follow a route around the cape. On the way, 

weather and tides permitting, they enter the narrow Ramboya Gorge at Kaminariiwa 

Rock (Thunder Rock) and pass through one of the sea arches at Anatoshi-iso Rock. 

 


