Yashima Visitor Center

The Yashima Visitor Center is one of the best places to enjoy the view from the heights
of Yashima. The center is located beside the New Yashima Aquarium and serves multiple
purposes: it is a hub for cultural exchange between visitors and local residents, an
observation deck, a local landmark, a gallery, and a terrace. The design competition for
the center was won by SUO, a Kyoto-based architectural firm founded by Takashi Suo,
and the project was realized through a collaboration between SUO and Style-A, another
architectural office.

The building’s distinctive, irregularly curved shape is designed to help it blend in with its
surroundings while highlighting the nature around it. One side of the building faces the
city of Takamatsu and the Seto Inland Sea, with large windows opening out with sweeping
views. North of the observation space is the Panorama Exhibition Hall, a gallery that
features a panoramic artwork depicting the Battle of Yashima, which took place in 1185.
The circular hall affords visitors an immersive 165-degree view of the painting.

The visitor center also has a cafe and gift shop. The entire building can be explored by
walking the winding circular path around it, which also encircles a public plaza with
several small gardens.



