Imagining the Ninomaru Goten

This is the former site of the Ninomaru Goten, one of three administrative and
residential buildings (goten) that were part of the castle complex. In contrast to the
castle itself, which was sparsely occupied during peacetime, the goten were centers of
activity. They contained living space for the castle lord, as well as offices and meeting
rooms. The Ninomaru Goten was the second largest of the goten buildings. It comprised
approximately 50 rooms and covered roughly 1,980 square meters of the second bailey.

The Ninomaru Goten was originally an auxiliary building of the Honmaru Goten. It
became the castle’s primary goten after the Honmaru Goten burned down in 1727. The
Ninomaru Goten, too, burned down in 1876, and the site was excavated in 1979. The
building’s layout is now marked with stones. Grassy areas indicate rooms that once had
tatami flooring, while red pavement denotes verandas, or areas with wooden floors.
Visitors to the Ninomaru Goten would have entered through the shikidai porch on the
building’s south side.

JP ENG
1 Y Reception room
2 N Audience room
3 o Armory for guardsmen’s spears
4 AL Porch
5 NEA Private reception room
6 - FE T Station for low-ranking samurai (kachi)
7 8 %P Armory for muskets
8 R = Room for storing charcoal
9 BT Corridor
10 SN e il Station of the castle lord’s attendants (kosho)
11 ==Y Reception room (shoin)
12 | ko Anteroom to sitting room
13 =D Sitting room
14 | A Tatami-floored interior corridor
15 R Room for young male servants (bozu)
16 NG Servants’ quarters
17 e All-purpose space
18 | BEHGH )R Sandal-bearer’s room
19 | xEHE Storage for furniture
20 nE P Hearth (kamado)




21 | &FF Kitchen

22 =i Scullery

23 | R Living room

24 | LEFIEFR Room for scullery servants

25 | wEE R Storage for personal items

26 S On-call room for attendants (kinju)

271 | yiE Storage for household items

28 ER Bedchamber

29 | BEFFIZFT Office of the accountant (makanaidokoro)
30 | BHFF Room where accounts are tallied

31 | BEFF &P Room for the accountant

32 S R Room for attendants (kinju)

3B | HAEE Room for lower-ranking retainers (yonin)
34 | gz Garden

3B | HE Well

36 | Frr Guardroom

37| eWE Treasury

38 | == Toilet

39 | nRmEERE Room for storing miso

40 TCHEE R Room for mid-ranking retainers (ganchin)
41 EHEE Room for senior retainers (toshiyori)




