Timeline of Matsumoto Domain

This timeline describes some of the major events in Matsumoto domain that impacted
the development of the castle and the daily lives of those who lived near it.

Matsumoto domain, which included what is now northwestern Nagano Prefecture,
was controlled by a series of lords called “daimyos.” During the Edo period (1603—
1867), Japan was divided into hundreds of such domains, and their daimyos lived in
large castle complexes that served as the centers of local government.

Daimyos spent only about half their time in their domains. The ruling Tokugawa
shogunate (1603-1868) required that all daimyos maintain separate residences near the
shogun’s castle in Edo (now Tokyo). Each daimyo was required to make regular trips to
Edo, where they might remain for as long as a year. Meanwhile, the daimyos’ wives and
most of their children lived permanently in Edo, where they functioned as political
hostages. This system was enacted to discourage individual daimyos from rebelling
against the shogunate. Daimyos could not defy the shogun without putting their families
in danger, and the costly trips they made to Edo drained them of money they might have
used to raise armies and oppose the shogunate.

1594 | KK5F, $2/NK5F, JEMED 3 O72> | The three original structures of the castle
b7 5 RSFED,. AINFKDOZELT | (the Great Keep, the Northwest Tower, and
TETLNS, the Roofed Passage) are built under the
rule of the Ishikawa family.

1613 | GJIRABED, b Y ic/NMEFSEK | The Ishikawa family is replaced by the
BANB, NERFIE, #EIEFFE | Ogasawara family. They are the first in a
T BAR R OMA KA DEETA | series of daimyos in Matsumoto who have

®Th s, close personal ties to the Tokugawa family.
1634 | T bic, MFERIC X VREMM# E | Two additional structures, the Southeast
HREMO 2 BBHEEINS, Wing and the Moon-Viewing Tower, are

added to the tower complex by the

Matsudaira family.

1686 | At ERRA, K& HifX 5 | Peasants in the north protest the high
FWEHICHIET 5, HF1TEEY | annual taxes levied on them by Matsumoto
Jlx, HPI o 0%k %% 17 AL | domain. Local administrators initially
250 % L7k, Piigd ) —&X— | pretend to accept their demands, then
O 2, XY 2FICT 5, capture and crucify the leaders of the

protest.

1727 | AIEE GRoARIICH 5 K% D | The Honmaru Goten, the daimyo’s
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residence and administrative center, burns
down. The fire does not spread to the castle
itself, and this is attributed to the
protection of a deity named Nijaroku-
yashin, who is worshipped at a shrine

located just below the roof of the Great

Keep.
1776 | HHET & EE N 23 FHTD—MACTK | A major fire breaks out in a section of the
KE»FAE, RFEWS7 x4 | surrounding castle town called Nakamachi.
i) 1,200 BSBER T 5, Roughly 1,200 homes are destroyed,
including 57 samurai residences.
1825 | FHZ 2 100 FFH 0 ffiH %8 %, The Toda family holds a large celebration
BRICHEZF, TOF, AR | to commemorate 100 years of
AR © KAl O KM Ze fili |71 /) | uninterrupted rule. In the same year,
W3 28T NDRERDKELAFEH | another protest erupts in northern
35, Matsumoto as tens of thousands of
peasants rise up against a sharp increase in
the price of rice.
1871 | HRAHTBUMIC X 0 & A3 B 1L X The domain system is abolished by the new
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Meiji government, and Matsumoto domain
officially becomes Matsumoto Prefecture.
In 1876, it is merged with several
surrounding prefectures to become Nagano

Prefecture.




