
Great Golden Rock 

 

This rock reflects the light of the morning sun, and its golden glow is visible from the 

town below. It was originally considered the abode of the deity Hachiōji, but the deity 

presently enshrined in the rock is Ōyamakui no kami. The boulder near the road was 

once part of the Great Golden Rock; it broke off during an earthquake in 1662. 

 

Sannomiya Shrine and Ushiogū Shrine 

The deities Kamotamayorihime and Ōyamakui are enshrined in Sannomiya Shrine (left) 

and Ushiogū Shrine (right), respectively. These mountaintop deities are thought to be 

violent manifestations of their gentle counterparts enshrined below. Kamotamayorihime 

is enshrined at Jugegū Shrine which is located within the Higashi Hongū (Eastern Main 

Shrine) compound, and Ōyamakui is in the main sanctuary of Higashi Hongū. 

These two deities are believed to be betrothed, but they meet only once a year at 

the Higashi Hongū during the Sannō Festival. Their mikoshi portable shrines are 

carried up the mountain on the first Sunday in March, marking the beginning of a 

symbolic courtship period. The mikoshi remain inside these two shrines until April 

12, and lanterns on the exterior of both shrines are lit during this period. 

Both shrines are designated Important Cultural Properties. 


