Illustrated Miracles of the Kasuga Deity, Volume 12 Scenes 1 & 2

Zoshun (1104–1180), the head monk of Kofukuji Temple, is dreaming. In the dream, he sees the first deity of Kasuga Taisha Shrine, Takemikazuchi, stepping out of a palanquin. At the time, Kofukuji and Kasuga Taisha were closely interlinked, as they served as the family temple and tutelary shrine of the Fujiwara clan, respectively. Takemikazuchi scolds Zoshun for never visiting Kasuga Taisha, and Zoshun, though he initially tries to defend himself, grows remorseful. Later, in Scene 2, four deer appear in the doorway at Kofukuji to listen as Zoshun recites Buddhist sutras, implying that Zoshun has followed Takemikazuchi’s instructions. Deer are considered divine envoys of the five Kasuga deities, and their presence in the scene indicates Zoshun has gained the deities’ approval.
