
Torii Gate 

 

This 7-meter-tall torii gate was built in 1928 to celebrate the enthronement 

of Emperor Shōwa two years earlier. The plaque that hangs from the gate 

bears the name of Futsu no Mitama no Ōkami, one of the shrine’s three 

principal deities. 

Torii gates mark the borders between the sacred realm of Shinto kami 

deities and the profane, everyday world. Passing through a torii is much 

like passing through the doors of a temple, church, mosque, or synagogue. 

There are several theories about the origin of torii gates. According to 

legend, the first torii was a perch where a multitude of deities gathered 

roosters and made them crow, hoping to restore light to the world by 

enticing the sun goddess Amaterasu to leave the cave she was hiding in. In 

support of this origin, the characters used to write the word “torii” literally 

mean “a place for birds.” 


