
The Cove 

 

This single-story wooden structure was built in 1916 as an annex to the 

Tokiwakan inn, a predecessor of the Gamagori Classic Hotel. Guests of the 

seaside inn had the option of staying in this building, which is situated on a 

hill overlooking the coast, just north of where the main building of the 

Tokiwakan was located. 

 The guest rooms were built in the sukiya-shoin style, which 

incorporates elements of teahouse architecture into the Zen-inspired shoin 

style found in traditional Japanese-style rooms in both homes and inns. 

Sukiya-shoin style is characterized by exposed, unpainted timbers and 

earthen walls in muted colors, as well as tokonoma alcoves to display 

decorative objects, sliding fusuma paper panels to let in light, and tatami-

mat floors. 

 The building is a registered Tangible Cultural Property. In recent 

years it housed the Ryotei Takeshima restaurant, and guests have been able 

to stay the night in it since 2025. 


