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Organization of Construction Technology R&D Programs
in the Japanese Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport
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The Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure and Transport

carries out both planning and overall
coordination of construction technology
R&D and administration to promote
the development of private-sector con-
struction technology. It is also engaged
in drafting and improving technical
standards and criteria for establish-
ing estimates as well as feedback of
research findings to other facets of
administration and operations.
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The Geographical Survey
Institute

does research related to survey
administraion, geodetic survey work,
surveying, and mapping. In recent
years, it has also been engaged in
the development of surveying and
mapping technology using satellites,
research for prediction of earth-
quakes and volcanic eruptions, and
research into global environment
monitoring methods.
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National Institute for
Land and Infrastructure
Management

performs comprehensive surveys,
testing, and research and develop-
ment of technologies related to the
provision of social capital necessary
to utilize, develop, and preserve
the national land in support of the
planning and enactment of policies
concerning the environment, sewers,
rivers, roads, building construction,
housing, urban planning, coasts and
ocean waters, ports and harbors,
and airports.
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Technical Office of
Public Works

plays a central role in R&D and the
application and diffusion of new
technologies in local communities:
development of technologies in re-
sponse to local community needs;
application and diffusion of new
technologies in coordination with
public works offices; performance of
various types of test surveys; and
collection and supply of technical
information.
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Public Works Offices

apply new technologies in the field
in coordination with the technical
office to resolve technical questions
in districts under their jurisdiction.
New technologies are fed back into
improved standards via construction
site surveys as part of technology
diffusion efforts.
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The Public Works Research
Institute

performs basic R&D, advanced R&D,
and general use technology R&D
involving surveys and experiments in
areas of public works technology
that do not require the national
government itself to play a direct role
in implementation.
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The Building Research
Institute

performs basic R&D, advanced R&D,
and general use technology R&D
involving surveys and experiments
in areas of architecture and urban
planning that do not require the
national government itself to play a
direct role in implementation.
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