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Thanks to the natural water
and land routes formed by the
Ice Age, the Lahti Region has
become a central hub for
logistics and an innovation
platform for future mobility.

Thanks to the beautiful nature
shaped by the Ice Age, Lahti
became a city of environmental
business and the European Green
Capital 2021.
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€1975

A city of heavy industry
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1987-1994

The Vesijarvi | project starts

Thie joumey of Laiil bosands becoming a Green Capital starbed
il the corserartion of Lake Yeslirel Tha esidnd | project was
v langest restonathon of @ Beod wab in T wire moss Hin one
mitkor ks ol roach wes temosed from the elal Bsan in
the lake and over one midion young 2anders wene Dlamied into the
LAk, 35 & el iue sgae Dlooms decrsvnsd significantly. The
decades ol work for the conseralion and resioralion of Lake
Vashicwi hawe brought important smdronmental eperise Inks the
£ftiy
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1976

The City stops discharging

wastewaters into Lake Vesijarvi

Lahil aiready started ambitious wter conaenation work in the
5708, with the alm of siopping ihe Wsibie sutrophication of e
forgast lyke In The CRy Starting hom TG, the wasiewater at
wand to go sirakght inhy Lake Vesibre hee been troated of the
Cari rd ] wWasEARReT et plant, from which th closn waios
5 dischirgerd Mo tha Porwcorjosl Rier.
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1994

The condition of Lake Vesijérvi
starts to improve

N ire geaviy TR0, Ihi resolis of 1he Veailne | profct charied b
i T dmilie? oMty Fpiivied afed i e Daboaw i sufface
Tlowrishid. As thi condion of Lake vasiird improved, bath

Tshermaon and the people of the ciy returned to enfoy the lake
raar tha city Cening.
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1996

The Department of
Environmental Ecology is
established

1997

The first annual Envirenment
Week is held

Enwironmantal education and 1he inclusion of clizens ane an
Important part of the goak of 1ha grean chy. Tre regional
() ITed] Wk Nag bosgn afrenioed #ng endit

Thet Cepartment of Emvronmental Ezology of the Unksersity of
Hedsinil w st In Lattl, The ‘Yeaifard | project and the
rasulting reseanch information in partic d 3 foundation
for the beaching and mesaanch. Tha deparmarn has produced a lat
of lefaeeratioh en
chaanifey thi soll and cheukar sconomg

4. the Cormrpanien wcd e denis ol e clly o Taae gresn

actions lopethes
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1998

An extensive waste
management system is
introduced

he new wasie maragermant sysiem based on Soue sepaEtEon
was Infrsduced, Thae sepantion of Dioaasie, eraigy waste,
cardboard, paper and mieed waste started on properties with ot

wash 10 aparimanis Thi separate Colction of enaegy wsaste and
T s N SNenolj production Increased 1he wanle recoweny e
il g 1 i lenafiL |n W9

the recoven; tale of wiete wars 29%

and deciaaied The ami,
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INDUSTRIAL SYMBIOSIS - KUJALA WASTE CENTRE LAHTI
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2018

97% of municipal waste is
utilised

Ax m ponesr ol chgular soonamy, Lahl does nal anly ieduce The

s of wisrte, B sl uses e warite that b qererried m

wificinily m posaitie, One thind of The sasie genecatsd in the
e s recyciied a8 rrw malenal for new procucts, and Se other
two Thirds e ursed to procuce enegy Bul the goals ame even

higher than That Lahil #ims o be & huly wasie-tee ciy with a

Tuly drouiar economey b 2050,

2017

The readmap for circular
economy Is published

T Tirst regiorel iademag Tor Cinoular aconom

b el ki v Tk
iy of FRER-HEoow, Tr
Biopan oy, el cieulaton and few eraces,

Things
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2019

Goodbye to coal

1 s spring of F009, i tha naw
¥ replacod tha coakfined Kymsiged |

Landi yiogpod usin
iy plant

e by 00,000 ot per
il rhisiiore. of about 63000
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2019

A personal carbon trading
scheme is tested

& mosdal for personal carbon trading on mobding snd an
appiication Tor The cHipers Bhat enabbed reakiime acking and

vistaiization af ore’s mabilhy carbon Tootpint was drkped and
tasted in Lahl for thie Arst time in th soeid.
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2022

One of the Europe’s 100
forerunner cities

Leht Fan been welecied ;e ore of Eurnoes’y 100 forerunner cties
Lahii in rrendvesd in the EU Comiminn 100 Qivate-nednal ang
Smart Citie Masion, Scoeas 1o Shig U miaion diectly supescrfs
the schissment ol the ditys 205 carbon-neutraiily geel
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The European Green Capital
year

shil hee recsived the honour of becoming ihe Eurcpean Gresn
Captal m the firl oy n Finlend. Lamgeascals cooperation project
will B bauriched and & mumber of intsmationsl snd incel
wmarcnmental sverks wil bs fosted. During the yeas, the best
Ewrcpean ensironmental soistions ane ighiighied and the ctizens
oompanies and comminibes sre sncouaged b byee bald
emdronmental action fegethes.
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2024
Nature-
positive city

LT ais Domaos: & ATl nelune IMeecL 1T
posithng, Laiii wanls 1o deveinp Desl practices
foss o paad® of T chémate sction, The Qo' & Yor Lakl 1o be s
nature-positive diy by 2080
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2028

Carbon-neutral Lahti

'When Lahti leads, the nest of Sna worid Wil folloss Lahtl has set
ambitinus cmans goaly and intends. 10 Become a carbon-neaiTe
by 02, A e Tirst larga carbon-neutral ity in Finkand, Lahfi
shows the warg both for the other Finnish chiles a5 well &
irAemationaily
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change in 50 years

In Lahti, business is based on synergy between nature and heritage.
That’s how we have done it, and that’s how we will continue to do it.
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European Green Capital Award 202
Lahti was the first Finnish city to win this prestigious award, recognizing its strong performance across various
environmental indicators, including air quality, waste management, green growth, and green innovation.

EU Mission Label:
In 2024, Lahti was awarded this label by the European Commission for being one of 100 selected climate-
neutral and smart cities in the EU Urban Mission.

Corporate Knights Sustainable Cities Index:
Lahti has repeatedly been ranked highly on this global list, most recently in fourth place, a testament to its
success in climate change mitigation, air quality, and sustainable land use compared to other global cities. E U H’ D P E ..ﬂ. N

Sustainable Travel Finland Destination Label: GREEN CAPITAL
Recognized by Visit Finland, this label highlights the region's commitment to responsible tourism and the . 2
developmgnt’of su.itainabl_e traye! services, with many businesses in the region also holding individual labels. B ‘ .
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